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LAMORINDA SPORTS

Local Boys Water Polo Teams Get
Set for League Play and Beyond

By Karl Busheck

Casey Conrad - of Acalanes shooting

As Miramonte prepares to play
in the Diablo Athletic League

— one of the strongest conferences
in NCS - the Mats don’t know
exactly where they stand. Soon
enough, they will.

“We go down to Southern Cali-
fornia on (Sept.) 15 and play in a
really elite tournament against
some of the top teams in the state
—right off the bat,” said head coach
James Lathrop.

The Mats will be taking part
in the Elite 8 — one of the premier
tournaments in the nation. Harvard
Westlake in Studio City is the site
of the competition, which features
eight of the best programs in the
country. That list also includes Ma-
ter Dei, who along with Harvard
Westlake have battled for Califor-
nia supremacy in recent years.

“We’ll get a good test really
early on to kind of see where we’re
at and how we stack up against
some of the top teams in the state,”
Lathrop said. “l think that will
hopefully put us in a good spot
moving forward into our league
schedule (when) we play the bulk
of our games.”

After the Elite 8, Miramonte
plays its first nonconference match
against San Ramon Valley in
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Danville on Sept. 21. The Mats
visit Northgate in Walnut Creek on
Sept. 28 to open DAL play.

While recognizing that the
seniors will be vital for the Mats,
Lathrop pointed to the deep roster
as one of the team’s most important
attributes.

“l think we’re expecting to
get contributions from a variety of
players from a variety of grades,”
Lathrop said. “Like we have guys
in our starting lineup from every
grade. So, we rely on the seniors
for leadership, but we really do
have a wealth of talent from differ-
ent grades and | think we’re trying
to be strong as a whole.”

The rival Campolindo Cougars,
who topped the Mats in last fall’s
NCS Division I quarterfinals be-
fore beating Sir Francis Drake in
the championship, also know how
crucial the senior contingent will be
to the success of the squad.

“Our senior class is always ex-
pected to lead,” head coach Miles
Price explained. “Our three cap-
tains are all seniors.”

Like Lathrop, Price also has
high hopes for the younger mem-
bers of his roster.

“I think we will have some
breakout leaders in other areas,”

Price said. “I’m excited to see who
they are. For now we rely on our
past experience.”

Before taking part in their DAL
opener against Acalanes at home
on Oct. 5, Campolindo will play a
five-match nonconference sched-
ule. Once the league season arrives,
the Cougars will be able to zero in
on their top target.

“The goal this season is the
same as every season: Win NCS,”
Price said. “Outside of the pool
we have plenty of goals surround-
ing sending players to college and
maintaining GPA’s in school. In the
pool we have one goal, win.”

Price also knows that obstacles
will arise as the Cougars aim for
back-to-back NCS titles.

“The high school season is al-
ways tough from a timing stand-
point,” Price said. “It goes by really
fast. If we stay focused on the goal
at hand any challenge we run into
will result in a lesson learned and
better us for the playoffs.

Like the neighboring Mats and
Cougars, the Acalanes Dons have
lofty ambitions for the season —
from the nonconference portion of
the schedule to the playoffs.

“The expectations every season
is to win league and section titles,”
head coach Clarke Tamariki said.
“We expect the kids to work hard
to execute what we teach them and
the results will take care of them-
selves.

For Acalanes, who lost in last
season’s NCS semifinals to Sir
Francis Drake — the No. 1 overall
seed — Casey Conrad and Brad Ro-
bison are the team’s senior captains.
Conrad, Robinson and the rest
of the Dons play four nonleague
matches before opening DAL play
with trip to Las Lomas on Sept. 28.

By the time DAL play begins,
Tamariki hopes that all of his play-
ers will be in sync.

“What we teach the boys is very
simple but takes work and com-
munication,” Tamariki said. “The
challenge is to trust each other and
communicate.”
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Youth Sports Registration
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Lamorinda Lacrosse Club

Registration for the Spring 2017 season will open on Sept. 15

to returning players. New player registration will open Oct. 1.

Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com for more

information and details regarding spring registration and fall ball clinics.
Contact Jin Peavey at lamorindalaxops@gmail.com if you have any questions.

FINALLY, THE REBELS
HAVE A CAUSE.

M240i Availablein a coupe and a convertible.

Michael Heller, BMW Concord, mlheller78@hotmail.com BMW Concord

Visit our booth at the Art & Wine

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST. | Concord

Mike Rosa

Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm-

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

TAXI B LEU All Airports

Served 24/7

925-849-2222

Direct:

925-286-0064

www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com

GOLF OR TENNIS ANYONE?

): MORAGA CHAMBER

j% W > Moraga, Home of Saint Mary’s College

GOLF & TENNIS

TOURNAMENT

Monday, September 19
Registration Deadline 9/16

Sign Up Now!

HELD AT THE MORAGA COUNTRY CLUB

* No need to be Chamber or MCC member

* All are Welcome!

* Golf: $175 per player. Sign up as a Single Player or Team
includes Dinner, Refreshments & Prizes.

* Check-In: 10:30-11:45am, Shotgun Start 12pm

* Tennis: $25 per player. Women’s, Men’s and Mixed Doubles,
matches based on STA rating and/or individual skill level.

® 11:00 am (time may chnage)

* All levels of play are Welcome.

Not a Golfer or Tennis Player? Come to the dinner & auction only.
Antiquities of California Auction Starts at 3pm
(2nd floor Clubhouse)

Authentic, autographed framed and unframed items, one of a kind
collectibles, Guarantee Certificate of Authenticity
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SERVICES

Registration at www.moragachamber.com
or contact: Kathe Nelson: 925.323.6524 or

kathe@moragachamber.org






